
 

 

Life On The Edge  

 

AA workshop on poverty in our community 
Guest Facilitator:  Dustin Speakman, Director of Community Services,  

Ohio Association of Second Harvest Food Bank 
Definition - life on the edge \ ólif  on  the óej:  (2010)  1:  existing with a shortage of money and an abundance of stress  

 2:  a way or manner of living with a noticeably harsh or sharp quality 

 

 

Date:  Thursday, March 18, 2010              Time:  8:30 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 

Location:  First Baptist Church Family Life Center  

1306 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton 
 

Guest speakers focusing on issues and/or experiences with poverty will include:  Mary Ruiz, Manatee Glens; Sherod Halliburton and 

Rebecca Brightbill, Central Community Redevelopment Agency; Cheri Coryea, Manatee County Government Neighborhood 

Services; Julie Aranibar, Community Advocate; Adell Erozer, Community Coalition on Homelessness;  Barbara Patten and Carol 

Hunt, Manatee Community Action Agency, Inc. 

An invitation to those seeking to understand a community problem and contribute to a community solution: 
 

Too many people meet the definition of life on the edge.  Poverty, whether generational or situational, is costly to our 

community in actual cash and in undeveloped assets.  Gang violence, teen pregnancy, poor school performance, 

homelessness, hunger, high taxes and many other problems faced by the community are often the by-products of 

poverty.  Is it really so easy to pull yourself up by your boot straps? 

 

Life on the Edge will begin with a poverty simulation in which participants assume the role of families facing a 

variety of challenging, but typical circumstances.  Some are homeless, others have recently become unemployed, and 

some are suddenly faced with eviction.  After experiencing four, fifteen minute weeks in which you must ensure that 

your family is nourished, housed and safe, you will participate in a debriefing to share what you have experienced.  

You may discover that the skills that have made you successful are not the skills you use when living in poverty. 

 

The balance of the workshop will include a panel discussion from area experts on how poverty impacts our 

community.  What does the loss of community assets cost us?  What can we expect in the next 10 years in 

educational achievement from young men of color?  How far is minimum wage from a living wage?  What does it 

take to move people out of poverty?  The panel will also discuss the many bright spots in our community which are 

helping to develop assets. 

 

Please join us on Thursday, March 18, 2010 for the workshop.  As you will be assigned a role in the poverty 

simulation, we would appreciate your commitment to attend Life on the Edge by contacting Christine Blyden at 

827-0188 ext 7810 or cblyden@manateecaa.org on or before Friday, March 12, 2010.  A light lunch frequently 

prepared by families with limited resources will be provided.  Please feel free to bring a non-perishable food item 

for a local food pantry. 
 

Li fe on the Edge is brought to you by Manatee Community Action Agency, Inc. and partnering organizations. 

mailto:cblyden@manateecaa.org

